
Instrument Care

- Use a dry soft cloth for dusting
- Use a damp soft cloth for cleaning
- Avoid extreme temperatures
- Avoid extremely dry conditions
- Avoid direct sunlight
- Avoid using abrasives

Accessories
Strings, cases and other 
accessories are available  
at www.mid-east.com

As with all musical instruments, common 
sense will go a long way in protecting 
its longevity. Do not store any musical 
instrument in direct sunlight, or places 
with drafts. Avoid sudden changes in 
humidity and temperature. If you must 
ship your instruments, remove some 
tension from the strings. Do not use 
abrasives on the wood body. Be especially 
careful to keep sharp objects away from 
the soundboard. 
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Construction

Tuning

The Mid-East bouzouki has 8 metal strings in four courses of 
two each. The stave construction of the body is highlighted 
with alternating shades of rosewood. The neck on the bouzouki 
is longer and thinner than the lute or oud. Each bouzouki is 
shipped in a case.

Before tuning the proper bridge 
position must be located. The 
bridge is trapezoid in cross-
section. Position its wide edge 
along the soundboard and its 
narrow edge under the strings. 
Find the nut (bar at the joint 
between the neck and the peg 
box). Measure the distance from 
the nut to the 12th fret. Repeat 
this distance from the 12th fret 
to the bridge location. The nut 
and the bridge should be equal 
distance from the 12th fret.

The most common tuning on 
the 4-course bouzouki is the 
Greek style, which is to say CFAD 
ADAD (low to high or top to 
bottom). The instrument can also 
be tuned in the Irish style, GDAD 
or ADAD (low to high or top to 
bottom). When the strings in one 
course are of different thickness, 
they should be tuned in the same 
note 1 octave apart.
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History

Today, we usually associate the bouzouki with Greece. However, the 
history of the bouzouki ranges far beyond Greece, and back into 

Pre-Hellenic times. The bouzouki’s history is entwined with other long 
necked string instruments, like the laouta, lute, oud, saz, and tampura. Their 
histories can be traced back at least to the pre-Byzantine era through out 
Egypt, the Middle East and China. 

The original bouzouki was plucked with a soft plectrum made from the 
shaft of a feather, or wood shavings. The soft plectrum helped to give the 
bouzouki its distinctive sound. Originally there was no specific tuning; 
it could vary with each song played. This free tuning style is still true for 
many folk instruments. Eventually the tuning was standardized into a few 
recognized patterns. 

The three-course, six string, bouzouki seems to have been reintroduced to 
Greece from Asia Minor in the early 1900’s with a recognized tuning of D, 
A, D. The first bottom D strings are for the melody, while the A and second 
D strings are used for playing chords. 

The four-course, eight string, bouzouki was introduced in the mid-1900’s. 
This tetrachordo, meaning four courses of strings, was tuned C, F, A, D and 
added a new dimension to the capabilities of the instrument.
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Before you Begin

IMPORTANT! Stringed instruments must 
always be shipped detuned and with the 
bridge flat, to avoid stress on necks and 
soundboards. If the bridge is up and the case 
was depressed, the  bridge could break the 
soundboard. Therefore, it is recommended, 
when storing or  shipping your bouzouki in 
the case, you should lay the bridge flat.  


