
Shofar

Here are some simple tips to care for your 
Shofar: 

- Use a dry soft cloth for dusting
- Use a damp soft cloth for cleaning
- Avoid extreme temperatures
- Avoid extremely dry conditions
- Avoid direct sunlight
- Avoid using abrasives

Instrument Care

Accessories
Other wind instruments and 
accessories are available at  
www.mid-east.com

Shofar Soft Case  
This colorfully tie-dyed cotton 
gig bag is nylon lined, with 
drawstring closure and hand 
straps. Approximately 38 inches 
long by 7 inches wide.

Item code: SHOSC 
Mid-east.com
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Shofar

First, fill your lungs with air and blow it out through your 
slightly open lips. Now fill your lungs with air and blow it out, 
but this time, try making the sound of a very, very small motor 
boat, this is called buzzing your lips. Buzz your lips into the 
mouthpiece of the horn. This vibration will be amplified within 
the body of the horn.

Hold the horn so that the end, the open bell of the horn, lines 
up with the mouth opening while you play. You want the rim of 
the mouthpiece to sit gently against your lips. Do not push your 
lips into the opening. 

Now, blow! Slow and steady. Practice until you can get a strong 
steady sound. Then try to change the pitch. Blowing slower 
creates a lower pitch. Blowing faster, with your lips slightly more 
pursed creates a higher pitch.

How to Play

The Tekiah is a call of proclamation, and announcement. Practice
starting slower and finishing at the very end with a fast staccato blast.
This produces the ancient Hebrew call known as Tekiah, or “blast” It is
a two pitch call. The first pitch is sustained over a long period and
terminates in a staccato pitch. The two pitches should be a fifth apart. A
schematic of this call would look like this:

loooooooooooooooow / HIGH

The Shevarim call is often said to be a wailing, or sobbing; a call of
longing, loss, and separation. As your control, and lung power, increases
you can practice the Hebrew Shevarim call. This call is made up of three
medium length broken calls. Think of it as three short “blasts” one
after another. Start with a low pitch and then slide to a higher pitch. A
schematic of this call would look like this:

loow /HIGH        loow /HIGH        loow /HIGH

The third ancient Hebrew call is Teruaeh; this call is an alarm call. This
may be the hardest to accomplish. Think of spitting seeds. Or say Ta Ta
Ta Ta Ta Ta. This is what is required to create the Teruseh. Do not stick
your tongue out; just use it to interrupt the blast, usually nine or more
times, in a rapid series. You purse your lips, blow out and move your
tongue in and out rapidly. This call makes one think of the alarm at the
fire station. A schematic of this call would look like this:

loow /HIGH-HIGH-HIGH-HIGH-HIGH-HIGH-HIGH-HIGH-HIGH

Shofar Calls: Tekiah, Shevarim, and Teruaeh

Shofar

Shofar

The shofar is a magnificent horn 
trumpet developed by the ancient 

Hebrews. The most striking horn, and 
today most desirable, comes from the 
Kudu Antelope. Kudu horns are very long, 
most are over 30 inches. Their beauty 
comes from their length and the twists that 
are natural to the horn. We offer two colors 
of synthetic shofar which resembles the 
Kudu horn in great detail. The synthetic 
horn offers a lighter weight instrument, 
which still has a great sound. 

Kudu Antelope


